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ISHR’s Human Rights Summer Program, offered in conjunc-
tion with the School of Professional Studies, emphasizes the
interaction between human rights theory and practice. The
summer program also provides students with the opportunity
to explore human rights both inside and outside the classroom.
In addition to the academic coursework, students are invited to
attend discussions, trainings, performances, films, and other
events that engage with the human rights community of New
York City. Students will also have the opportunity to learn from
human rights practitioners through in-class guest lectures and
optional site visits to human rights organizations.

The summer program is ideal for professionals, graduate students, and advanced undergraduate students wishing to
further their knowledge and understanding of human rights. Courses are offered at the graduate level and academic
credit is awarded. The summer term is divided into two 6-week sessions. Previous coursework or knowledge of
human rights is not required to enroll in the summer courses.

“I have learned so much about human rights and it has enhanced my strive to pursue it as a
career. The teachers are great and very helpful. They care and want you to succeed. The material
and readings provided in class are very rich and interesting. The latter allows us students to dig
deep in human rights issues which occur on a daily basis.” - Tamara El Chammah, student in
the Summer Human Rights Program

Human Rights Certification Program

In addition to taking individual courses, students may earn a four-course summer certification of professional achieve-
ment. Students in the certification program include those seeking to complement their training in other fields or dis-
ciplines, such as law, public health, fundraising, development, etc.; individuals with academic or professional experi-
ence in human rights wishing to obtain more specialized knowledge through graduate-level study; and students pre-
paring for further graduate study. To complete the certification, students must complete the following requirements:

¢ Introduction to Human Rights

¢ International Human Rights Law

¢ Two elective human rights courses.

Students who successfully complete the 12 credit points of coursework with a grade of C or higher and

obtain a minimum GPA of 3.0 will be awarded a certification of professional achievement. The certifi-
cation may be completed in a single summer or two consecutive summers.

Students already enrolled in Columbia degree programs are not eligible to apply for the certification, but may still en-
roll in summer courses.



ABOUT ISHR

The Institute for the Study of Human Rights (ISHR) was
established in 1978 at Columbia University. ISHR is com-
mitted to its three core goals of providing excellent human
rights education to Columbia students, fostering innovative
interdisciplinary academic research, and offering its exper-
tise in capacity building to human rights leaders, organiza-
tions, and universities around the world.

ISHR was the first academic center in the world to be found-
ed on an interdisciplinary commitment to the study of hu-

This remains one of ISHR's most distinctive features. We
recognize that on a fundamental level, human rights re-
search must transcend traditional academic boundaries, de-
partments, and disciplines, reaching out to the practitioners’
world in the process, to address the ever-increasing com-
plexities of human rights in a globalized world. ISHR’s em-
phases on interdisciplinary, engagement, and globalism
draw from and complement the strengths that have long
characterized intellectual life at Columbia.

man rights.

WHY HUMAN RIGHTS?
STUDENT PERSPECTIVES

I have always been interested
in human rights and wanted
to have a career in human
rights law. I felt that this
would be a great program for
me to explore human rights
further and ensure that it was
really the career path I want-
ed to pursue.

- Yolanda Chitohwa, attor-
ney who joined the program to
complement her legal back-
ground.

I've had a long standing inter-
est in the international human
rights field, and wanted the
education to supplement my
work experience in women's
rights and social justice phi-
lanthropy.

- Maryann Jacob, full time
professional and Human
Rights Certification recipient.

I came to the Human Rights
Summer Program at Colum-

bia to fill a knowledge gap. I

am researching human rights
in Sudan. Columbia University
was the best place that offered
relevant coursework.

- Alexander Sieber, student
in the Human Rights Studies
M.A. Program and a partici-
pant in the Summer Human
Rights Program.

2019 SUMMER COURSES
Session D: May 28 - July 5

Introduction to Human Rights

This course will provide a wide-ranging survey of conceptual foundations and is-
sues in contemporary human rights. The class will examine the philosophical ori-
gins of human rights, contemporary debates, the evolution of human rights, key
human rights documents, and the questions of human rights enforcement. This
course will examine specific civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, and
various thematic topics in human rights.

NGOs and the Human Rights Movement:

Strategies, Successes & Challenges

The human rights movement is one of the most successful social justice movements
of our time, establishing universal principles that govern how states should treat
citizens and non-citizens. The movement strengthens, and is strengthened by, a
complex web of institutions, laws, and norms that constitute a functioning global
system that builds on itself progressively, animated by strong NGOs. The course
will address the evolution of the international human rights movement and on the
NGOs that drive the movement on the international, regional and domestic levels.
Sessions will highlight the experiences of major human rights NGOs and will ad-
dress topics including strategy development, institutional representation, research
methodologies, partnerships, networks, venues of engagement, campaigning, fund-
raising and, perhaps most importantly, the fraught and complex debates about ad-
aptation to changing global circumstances.

Children's Rights, Armed Conflict, and Peacebuilding

The international norms for protecting children in emergencies, including some
UN Security Council resolutions, notably resolutions 1612 and 1820, aimed at end-
ing the abuse of children and civilians in the context of war are by most accounts
stronger and more comprehensive than ever before. And yet, according to the UN
Secretary-General’s (SG) annual report on children and armed conflict last year
armed conflicts around the world led to at least 4,000 verified rights violations
against children committed by government forces and over 11,500 by non-state
militant groups. The violations include killing or maiming, recruitment or use of
children in hostilities, sexual violence, using children as human bombs, abductions,
the denial of humanitarian access, and attacks on schools and hospitals. About 50
percent of the estimated 26 million people currently displaced by armed conflicts
and violence are children.

I now consider human rights central to any career trajectory and will
strive to use a human rights approach in all my work, whether that be
with government, corporate social responsibility or human rights
organizations in particular. - Jessica Dalton, student in the Human
Rights Studies M.A. Program and a Summer Program participant



2019 SUMMER COURSES

Session Q: July 8 - August 16

International Human Rights Law

This course introduces the fundamental concepts and problems of inter-
national law. What are the origins of modern human rights law? What is
the substance of this law, who is obligated by it, and how is it enforced?
The course will cover the major international human rights treaties and
mechanisms and consider some of today’s most significant human rights
issues and controversies. While the topics are necessarily law-related,
the course will assume no prior exposure to legal studies.

Human Rights and Visual Culture

This course examines the relationship between visual culture and hu-
man rights. It considers a wide range of visual media (photography,
painting, sculpture), as well as aspects of visuality (surveillance, profil-
ing). We will use case studies ranging in time from the early modern pe-
riod (practices in which the body was marked to measure criminality, for
example), to the present day. Within this framework, we will study how
aspects of visual culture have been used to advocate for human rights, as
well as how images and visual regimes have been used to suppress hu-
man rights. An important part of the course will be to consider the role
played by reception in shaping a discourse around human rights, visuali-
ty, and images. Subjects to be addressed include: the nature of evidence;
documentation and witness; censorship; iconoclasm; surveillance; pro-
filing; advocacy images; signs on the body; visibility and invisibility.

Human Rights and Global Economic Justice

This seminar will introduce students to structures of global governance
for development, trade, labor, finance, the environment, migration, and
intellectual property and investigate their relationship with human
rights. Students will learn about public, private, and mixed forms of gov-
ernance, analyze the ethical and strategic perspectives of the various
stakeholders and relate them to existing human rights norms. The
course will examine the work of multilateral organizations such as the
UN and the International Financial Institutions, as well as international
corporate and non-governmental initiatives.

U.S. Immigration: Rights, Framing and Advocacy

This course will contribute to enabling students to engage in advocacy
for immigrant and refugee rights in the present debates over American
immigration policy. Students should come away from this course with
an understanding of how policy developments in the last half century
have contributed to our present political and policy dilemmas. They
should better understand the strengths and limits of a human rights ap-
proach in framing claims for a more humane immigration policy. They
should become knowledgeable about the strategic and issues frames
choices of immigration activists.

Human Rights in Practice

The course will present professional practices in the international field
of human rights leading to improvements in people’s lives. This course
will address recent political developments in the global application of
human rights and expose students to strategic tools — or “levers of effec-
tiveness” — used to promote the realization of human rights standards.
The course will also present the work of key international and local non-
governmental organizations in promoting the capacities of rights holder
to claim and enjoy their rights and in persuading duty bearers to fulfil
their human rights obligations.

PROFESSOR PROFILE: DR.
TRACEY HOLLAND

Dr. Tracey Holland’s research focuses on
international educational development
with an emphasis on migration and hu-
man rights. She has taught Middle School
in Washington Heights, NYC, where she
started a newcomer program for immi-
grant students. As a consultant to UNDP,
UNICEF, USAID, and several interna-
tional NGOS, she has helped design na-
tional education programs in Nicaragua,
Mexico, and Jamaica, and trained educa-
tors in El Salvador, Guatemala, and An-
gola. In the early 1990s, she founded a
workshop-school for street and working
children in Managua, Nicaragua.

Question: What skills do students gain
in your course?

Answer: Summer courses motivate fac-
ulty to re-imagine their teaching, and to
experiment with methods that would be
ineffective in a regular course. For exam-
ple, a 6-week summer course is not long
enough to assign a research paper, but it
is enough for “solutions research” pro-
jects where students evaluate and com-
pare different approaches tried when
addressing similar events or issues. This
comparative analysis gives them oppor-
tunities to hone in their analytical skills
and to become acquainted with the con-
text of the problem. Another example is
the “guest lecture” project, where I ask
students to imagine that they have been
asked to give a presentation to a particu-
lar audience about a particular topic,
usually some human rights issue that has
been in the news. Students have to tailor
their expertise to communicate effective-
ly their knowledge and deliver it at the
right pace and level to a particular audi-
ence. Nothing teaches someone an issue
better than teaching it to someone else.
Students are given credit for their
presentation and are encouraged to actu-
ally pursue the opportunity to deliver the
lecture at a local library, high-school
group, community organization, etc.



PROFESSOR PROFILE:
DR. SANDRA SIROTA

Dr. Sandra Sirota teaches Introduction
to Human Rights and is a lecturer at
the School of International and Public
Affairs. At SIPA she teaches a Capstone
project in which students map human
rights education and training programs
worldwide for the UN Office of the
High Commissioner for Human Rights.
She holds a fellowship in the Humani-
ties Institute at the University of Con-
necticut where she conducts research
and teaches courses on human rights,
social justice, and education. Sandra
served on the founding steering com-
mittee of the human rights education
network, Human Rights Educators
USA, from 2012-2014. Currently she is
on the steering committee of the Uni-
versity and College Consortium for
Human Rights Education.

Question: Why do you teach at the
Human Rights Summer Program and
what is your favorite part ?

Answer: As a human rights scholar, I
value all opportunities to teach human
rights courses. Through the Human
Rights Summer Program, I am fortu-
nate to engage with and support stu-
dents who are dedicated to working to
ensure rights, peace, and justice for
people around the world. In addition,
I gain important and varied perspec-
tives from the students.

My favorite part of the program is in-
teracting with the students. The stu-
dents in my Introduction to Human
Rights course came from a range of
backgrounds - geography, age, ethnici-
ty, academic experiences, life paths,
and career interests - to name a few.
They brought curiosity and passion
into learning about human rights.
Their experiences and perspectives
enriched the course content and class-
room discussion.

GUEST SPEAKERS

Guest speakers helped bring new perspectives and specific
expertise to our class discussion. For example, for the class on
memorialization, we were fortunate to have Piper Anderson
come speak to our class about an emerging memorialization
initiative she is working on linked to the closing of Rikers Island.
Her presentation about the goals of the Rikers Island Public
Memory Project and the process by which they are consulting
affected groups to help develop a dynamic and meaningful
memorial, was a fascinating complement to our exploration of
existing memorials.—Professor Virginie Ladisch

Guest speaker Carroll Bogert [R], President of The Marshall Project and former
Deputy Executive Director for External Relations at Human Rights Watch, with
students in the NGOs and Human Rights Movement course.

EXTRACURRICULAR OPPORTUNTIES

“The Politics of Otherness” a talk with Saadia Khan

Saadia Khan engaging with participants
at her talk: “The Politics of Otherness”

Students in the Summer Human Rights Program and the wider Columbia
Community were invited to a talk with Saadia Khan. Saadia is a graduate of
the Human Rights Masters Program and came back to Columbia discuss
her latest project, “The Alien Chronicles: Immigrant Stories,” a podcast
featuring immigrants from all walks of life. In this talk, Saadia discussed
her podcast in the context of the current political climate and the growing
marginalization or “othering” of certain communities in the US. The talk
focused on the question of how we can bring communities together to “de-
other” these groups.



“Having the chance to go to the US mission to the UN was a
great opportunity to learn about how human rights work at
the UN and to understand the role that the government,
more specifically the Department of State play in advocating
for human rights in the international arena.”" - Julia
Schoonover, student in the Summer Human Rights

Program

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH FILM FESTIVAL

Students in the Summer
Human Rights Program
attended documentaries,
focusing on various human
rights topics, as part of the
Human Rights Watch
(HRW) annual film festival.
The HRW Film Festival
combines powerful
storytelling with social and
political activism, acting as
an effective tool for public
awareness and change. The
film festival selects 40
documentaries per year to
screen in 20 different cities.
This June’s New York
Festival screened films
featuring  broad themes
such as journalistic freedom
women’s rights, political
activism and social
movements, children’s
rights, rights of refugees and
asylum seekers,
reproductive rights, rights of
persons with disabilities,
and LGBTQ+ rights, among
others.

HUMAN
RIGHTS

ff.hrw.org #HRWFFNY @hrwfilmfestivaty — *

The Human Rights program is different from other studies because it
focuses not only on the theory and the scholarly aspect, but also on
real-world application. Our class was a mix of students from differ-
ent professional and academic backgrounds, and we learned as much
from each other during class discussions as we did from the readings.
We also had frequent guest speakers-- our professor's colleagues and
other experts who were able to answer questions about the practical
manifestation of human rights in field work. The coursework, while
weighty, never felt inapplicably abstract. - Erin Tolman, student in
the Summer Human Rights Program.

Institute for the Study of Human Rights
475 Riverside Drive, 3rd Floor New York, NY 10115

P: +1.646.745.8577
humanrightsed @columbia.edu

PROFESSOR PROFILE:
FELISA TIBBITS

Felisa Tibbitts is a Lecturer in the In-
ternational Education Development
Program at Teachers College, Colum-
bia University and Chair in Human
Rights Education in the Department of
Law, Economics and Governance at
Utrecht University. Her research inter-
ests include peace, human rights and
democratic citizenship education; cur-
riculum policy and reform,; critical ped-
agogy; and education and social move-
ments. She has published practical
resources on curriculum, program de-
velopment and evaluation on behalf of
the Office of the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, UNICEF,
UNESCO, OSCE/ODIHR, the Council
of Europe and non-governmental or-
ganizations, such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and the Open Society Founda-
tions.

Question: What strikes you the most
about students in the Human Rights
Summer Program?

Answer: I find that the students in
this program are highly values driven
and committed to making a positive
difference in the world. This is not a
matter of chance. The students have
often either witnessed or experienced
human rights challenges, which have
created in them a sense of vocation.
This is a shared culture and under-
standing among the students. Even if
they end up doing quite different
things in their professional lives, they
are rooted in the same soil. I expect
that students will stay in touch with
each other — and hopefully their pro-
fessors — for many years to come.



